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Viewpoint
Stupak stays
true to his
convictions

Few of us have much respect for politicians
these days,

Yet to lurmnp all pohtloiam, in that sgme bas-
ket of “discontent” would be wrong, as now
and again a politician will remind us of the job
we sent tham forth to do with our vote in the
first place.

1.5, Rep. Bart Stupak is ong such example
of a politician willing to risk power and clout to
instead stand {iem in a conviction he feels .
strongly about. Stupuk last week put his fellow
Fouse Democrats on notice that fie was un-
comfortable about language rewaining in the
Jeahth care refortm bill concemring federal fund-
ing for sbortion and until it was removed, he
couldn’t support the bill.

© With the Obama administration needing
every vole it caxi garner in support of the logis-
| Iatiom, Tosing a Demeocrat Hike Siupak would be
hard Tor party leaders to accept.

Stupak understands # stand such as his might
ultimately Jose him 4 committee assipmment or
support for legislation he Is after. That's OK,
as sotne things are worth standing firm for, and
Stupak believes the sanctity of life is one of
those.

“It’s been my position for 20 years,” Stupak
said in an Alpena News story last week. “T've
always been a right-to-life Democrat,”

‘We respect those convictions and happen to
agrec with them, Even if we dicdn’t, however,
we'd still respect Stupak for Lakmg a stand
against what would have been poputar,

It’s nice to know conviction isn't a lost qual-
ity in D.C, after all,




